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 After attending church for a year as a child, I realized that, although going to church can give a child a set of good 
moral values for the future, attending a church doesn't save anyone. Galatians 3:26 in the Bible says we are all 
children of God through faith in Jesus Christ. In Revelation 3:20 Jesus implies that He is outside a person's life until the 
individual invites Him in. Romans 10-8-13 tells us that just knowing the historical facts about Jesus Christ, that he died 
on the cross for our sins and that God raised Him from the dead isn't enough. We must also make an out loud 
confession of Jesus Christ, before men (Luke 12:8-9) as our personal Lord and Savior. I did this at age eleven in a 
vacation Bible school.  
 After that, a new issue came up for me. In my family, as an emotionally sensitive child with a strong father, it 
wasn't safe to communicate. I had made the bad decision to shut down my emotions to protect myself. Thus, when I 
asked Jesus to forgive my sins and come into my heart as my personal Lord and Savior, I didn't feel saved. If I based my 
having become a child of God on how I felt from day to day, I wouldn't be sure whether I would eventually make it to 
heaven or not. For three years I was in a state of not knowing, no real assurance. As I began to read the Bible for 
myself and realized that it is God speaking to us, I was relieved to know that my eternal destination of heaven, rested, 
not on how I felt, but on God's ability to keep His Word. For example, in Revelation 3:20 Jesus is standing at the door 
of my heart wanting in. When I responded and opened the door, He said "I will come in". In First John 2:25 it states 
"And this is the promise He has promised us: eternal life." Romans 10:13 KJV states: "For whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved." 

2 Corinthians 5:7 NLT - For we live by believing and not by seeing.  

In the Four Spiritual Laws booklet gospel tract by Dr. Bill Bright, there is an illustration of a train engine followed by the coal car, 
and then the caboose. This represents the facts found in God's Word the Bible, our faith in those, and lastly, our feelings.   

 Every Person Lives Forever! What we choose to do with Jesus Christ while we are still alive, determines our eternal 
destination of Heaven or Hell. 
In a Reader's Digest article (1982?) Dr. Ian Stevenson, a professor of psychiatry, had studied near death and out of 
body experiences for twenty years. His conclusion is, in the light of the evidence, "I think it prudent to prepare for the 
eventuality." Thus, the issue is no longer one of whether I will spend eternity, but, rather, "Where will I spend 
eternity?" The Bible and people's near death experiences describe two destinations - Heaven and Hell. According to 
the Bible, our final destination revolves around the question "What have I done with Jesus Christ?" In other words, am 
I connected to Jesus Christ or not. The New Living Translation reads:  

1 John 5:11-13 - And this is what God has testified: He has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. Whoever has the Son has 
life; whoever does not have God's Son does not have life. I have written this to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so 
that you may know you have eternal life.   

 Similarly, In the Gospel of John, chapter 20 we are told the story of doubting Thomas, a disciple of Jesus who had 
missed a post resurrection appearance of Jesus. Jesus appears and tells Thomas to examine his body, feeling the spear 
wound made by a Roman soldier in His side. Thomas checks the physical evidence and exclaims "My Lord and my God" 
(20:28). Jesus then states that those believing in Him because of what God's word the Bible says about His 
resurrection, even thought they have not seen it personally themselves like Thomas did, are blessed. John then writes:  

John 20:30-31 - The disciples saw Jesus do many other miraculous signs in addition to the ones recorded in this book. But these 
are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in Him you will 
have life by the power of His name.   

 The main point is that there is no eternal life apart from Jesus Christ. In John 14:6, Jesus told Thomas regarding the 
way to Heaven, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through Me." Those who have 
never heard about Jesus Christ are judged by how they followed their conscience (Romans 2:14-16). Those who have 
heard about Jesus Christ, but do not connect with Him personally by asking Him into their hearts, continue on the 
downward path to eternal death or separation from the presence of God. Spiritually, all people serve one of two 
spiritual lords or maters - Jesus Christ, or Satan. The Apostle Paul points this out in his letter to the Ephesians.  

Ephesians 2:1-10 NLT -  Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. You used to live in sin, just like 
the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit at work in the hearts 
of those who refuse to obey God. All of us used to live that way, following the passionate desires and inclinations of our sinful 
nature. By our very nature we were subject to God's anger, just like everyone else. But God is so rich in mercy, and He loved us so 



much, that even though we were dead because of our sins, He gave us life when He raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by 
God's grace that you have been saved!) For He raised us from the dead along with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly 
realms because we are united with Christ Jesus. So God can point to us in all future ages as examples of the incredible wealth of 
His grace and kindness toward us, as shown in all He has done for us who are united with Christ Jesus. God saved you by His grace 
when you believed. And you can't take credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have 
done, so none of us can boast about it. For we are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the 
good things He planned for us long ago.   

The Role of Good Deeds and Repentance (turning away from our past sinful ways). 
Verse ten of Ephesians chapter two (that you just read) tells us God has planned for us to do good things. Yet verse 
eight says that salvation cannot be earned by human effort. This brings up the question, "Can I ask Jesus into my heart 
and be made right with God as a free gift (Romans 5:17 Amplified translation), and get to heaven if I continue living as 
I please?" The Bible answer is "No, you can't." What we learn in the following verses is that we do good works because 
we are saved, and not, to be saved. The Book of Ezekiel says that God gives us a change of heart and we no longer 
want to sin or displease God.   

Ezekiel 36:26-27 NLT - And I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in you. I will take out your stony, stubborn heart 
and give you a tender, responsive heart. And I will put My Spirit in you so that you will follow My decrees and be careful to obey 
My regulations.   

The Apostle Paul's letter to Titus shows the proper correlation between grace (God's unmerited favor) and good 
works.  

Titus 1:1-2 NLT - This letter is from Paul, a slave of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ. I have been sent to proclaim faith to those 
God has chosen and to teach them to know the truth that shows them how to live godly lives. This truth gives them confidence 
that they have eternal life, which God—who does not lie—promised them before the world began.   

Titus 2:11-14 NLT - For the grace of God has been revealed, bringing salvation to all people. And we are instructed to turn from 
godless living and sinful pleasures. We should live in this evil world with wisdom, righteousness, and devotion to God, while we 
look forward with hope to that wonderful day when the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, will be revealed. He gave 
His life to free us from every kind of sin, to cleanse us, and to make us His very own people, totally committed to doing good 
deeds.   

Titus 3:3-7 NLT - Once we, too, were foolish and disobedient. We were misled and became slaves to many lusts and pleasures. Our 
lives were full of evil and envy, and we hated each other. But—"When God our Savior revealed His kindness and love, He saved us, 
not because of the righteous things we had done, but because of His mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and 
new life through the Holy Spirit. He generously poured out the Spirit upon us through Jesus Christ our Savior. Because of His grace 
He declared us righteous and gave us confidence that we will inherit eternal life." The whole chapter of Romans 6 from the 
Apostle Paul further emphasizes our duty as believers in Jesus to, by His power within us, live right and please God.  

Romans 6:1-23 NLT - Well then, should we keep on sinning so that God can show us more and more of His wonderful grace? Of 
course not! Since we have died to sin, how can we continue to live in it? Or have you forgotten that when we were joined with 
Christ Jesus in baptism, we joined Him in His death? For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we also may live new lives. Since we have been united with Him in 
His death, we will also be raised to life as He was. We know that our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin might 
lose its power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. For when we died with Christ we were set free from the power of sin. 
And since we died with Christ, we know we will also live with Him. We are sure of this because Christ was raised from the dead, 
and He will never die again. Death no longer has any power over Him. When He died, He died once to break the power of sin. But 
now that He lives, He lives for the glory of God. So you also should consider yourselves to be dead to the power of sin and alive to 
God through Christ Jesus. Do not let sin control the way you live; do not give in to sinful desires. Do not let any part of your body 
become an instrument of evil to serve sin. Instead, give yourselves completely to God, for you were dead, but now you have new 
life. So use your whole body as an instrument to do what is right for the glory of God. Sin is no longer your master, for you no 
longer live under the requirements of the law. Instead, you live under the freedom of God's grace. Well then, since God's grace 
has set us free from the law, does that mean we can go on sinning? Of course not! Don't you realize that you become the slave of 
whatever you choose to obey? You can be a slave to sin, which leads to death, or you can choose to obey God, which leads to 
righteous living. Thank God! Once you were slaves of sin, but now you wholeheartedly obey this teaching we have given you. Now 
you are free from your slavery to sin, and you have become slaves to righteous living. Because of the weakness of your human 
nature, I am using the illustration of slavery to help you understand all this. Previously, you let yourselves be slaves to impurity 
and lawlessness, which led ever deeper into sin. Now you must give yourselves to be slaves to righteous living so that you will 
become holy. When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the obligation to do right. And what was the result? You are now 
ashamed of the things you used to do, things that end in eternal doom. But now you are free from the power of sin and have 
become slaves of God. Now you do those things that lead to holiness and result in eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but 
the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.  



If we earnestly seek to walk in the light, but occasionally fall into sin, Jesus cleansing blood continues to save us for 
eternity. 

1 John 1:5-7 AMP - And this is the message [the message of promise] which we have heard from Him and now are reporting to 
you: God is Light, and there is no darkness in Him at all [no, not in any way].  [So] if we say we are partakers together and enjoy 
fellowship with Him when we live and move and are walking about in darkness, we are [both] speaking falsely and do not live and 
practice the Truth [which the Gospel presents]. But if we [really] are living and walking in the Light, as He [Himself] is in the Light, 
we have [true, unbroken] fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses (removes) us from all sin and 
guilt [keeps us cleansed from sin in all its forms and manifestations].   

 If believers in Jesus willingly, knowingly, and repeatedly rebel and sin (disobey God), they may be headed down a 
dangerous path to a bleak future for their eternity.  

Heb 10:26-31 NLT -  Dear friends, if we deliberately continue sinning after we have received knowledge of the truth, there is no 
longer any sacrifice that will cover these sins. There is only the terrible expectation of God's judgment and the raging fire that will 
consume His enemies. For anyone who refused to obey the law of Moses was put to death without mercy on the testimony of two 
or three witnesses. Just think how much worse the punishment will be for those who have trampled on the Son of God, and have 
treated the blood of the covenant, which made us holy, as if it were common and unholy, and have insulted and disdained the 
Holy Spirit who brings God's mercy to us. For we know the One who said, "I will take revenge. I will pay them back." He also said, 
"The LORD will judge His own people." It is a terrible thing to fall into the hands of the living God.  

In 1 Corinthians chapter six, the Apostle Paul, writing about the conduct of Corinthian believers in Jesus, tells us what 
sinful conduct is, viewing it as something we have been delivered set free, cleansed from, past and not present 
conduct. To willfully continue that behavior after we have asked Jesus to be our personal the Lord and Savior would 
put us on a path that would cause us to not be a part of Jesus' coming kingdom. 

1 Cor 6:9-12, 19-20 NLT - Don't you realize that those who do wrong will not inherit the Kingdom of God? Don't fool yourselves. 
Those who indulge in sexual sin, or who worship idols, or commit adultery, or are male prostitutes, or practice homosexuality, or 
are thieves, or greedy people, or drunkards, or are abusive, or cheat people—none of these will inherit the Kingdom of God. Some 
of you were once like that. But you were cleansed; you were made holy; you were made right with God by calling on the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. You say, "I am allowed to do anything"—but not everything is good for you. And 
even though "I am allowed to do anything," I must not become a slave to anything. ...Don't you realize that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God? You do not belong to yourself, for God bought you with a 
high price. So you must honor God with your body.  

  The felt Presence of God the Holy Spirit living within us. John 14:16 states that Jesus asked the Heavenly Father to 
send the comforter, God the Holy Spirit, as a Comforter us, to live in us and "abide with you forever." Consider the fact 
that king David deliberately committed adultery with Bathsheba, then, to cover up the evidence of a pregnancy, 
arranged for her husband to be sent to the front of the battle where he would be killed. After such horrible sins, God 
had not left David because he repented and was sorry for his sin, being a "man after God's own heart." In Psalm 51:12 
NLT, David wrote:  

Do not banish me from Your presence, and don't take Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and make 
me willing to obey You.  

 Contrast this with a statement made by The Late Kenneth E. Hagin, a modern day prophet: "The Holy Spirit does 
not come and go; and, if he ever leaves, He will never come back." In one of his three his booklets on demonology, 
Hagin told how Jesus gave him a vision of a minister's wife. A demon came and sat on her shoulder and told her she 
was too beautiful to be wasting her time as a minister's wife. At first she resisted the temptation, following the Bible 
command to submit ourselves to God and resist the devil.  

James 4:7 AMP - "So be subject to God. Resist the devil [stand firm against him], and he will flee from you." 

 When further temptations came, she yielded to them and the demon entered into her mind. From there she 
disobeyed God further and left her husband and began to say bad things about him. She could have repented and 
turned back to God, but she chose not to. The demon went from her mind into her inner being, her spirit. In the vision, 
Hagin saw the eternal end of this woman - she would be thrown into the lake of fire. Let us never trespass on God's 
saving grace! 

Hebrews 6:4-6 - For it is impossible to bring back to repentance those who were once enlightened—those who have experienced 
the good things of heaven and shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the power of the 
age to come—and who then turn away from God. It is impossible to bring such people back to repentance; by rejecting the Son of 
God, they themselves are nailing Him to the cross once again and holding Him up to public shame.  



 
 Robert Short wrote a book titled Life in the Son. As long as we "abide in the vine", are "in Christ", with "Christ in 
you the hope of glory", exercise faith (to adhere to trust in, rely on, have faith in - Amplified translation) in Christ, we 
have eternal life. This reconnection with God for our eternity is not just something future we hope to someday obtain. 
The Amplified translation of John 5:24, says we already have it now.  

John 5:24 – I assure you, most solemnly I tell you, the person whose ears are open to My words [who listens to My message] and 
believes and trusts in and clings to and relies on Him Who sent Me has (possesses now) eternal life. And he does not come into 
judgment [does not incur sentence of judgment, will not come under condemnation], but he has already passed over out of death 
into life.   

 In Jesus' prayer in John chapter 17, He says he is the giver of eternal life, and defines eternal life by saying:   

John 17:2-3 AMP – [Just as] You have granted Him power and authority over all flesh (all humankind), [now glorify Him] so that He 
may give eternal life to all whom You have given Him. And this is eternal life: [it means] to know (to perceive, recognize, become 
acquainted with, and understand) You, the only true and real God, and [likewise] to know Him, Jesus [as the] Christ (the Anointed 
One, the Messiah), Whom You have sent.   

A good faith affirmation to say out loud is this: "Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior and He is taking me to heaven, to 
live with Him forever. I do not base my assurance of heaven on how I feel. My assurance of heaven rests on God's 
ability to keep His Word (His Bible promises to save me for my having placed my trust in Jesus Christ)."  

Jesus Christ is God's only accepted way to become a child of God and obtain eternal life.  

 Today a very real contradiction to the clear teachings of the Bible has come about. God says through the Apostle 
Paul (2 Corinthians 5:17-21 Living Bible) that personal faith or trust in Jesus Christ and His goodness placed by God on 
our deficient account is His only approved avenue to heaven.   

"When someone becomes a Christian he becomes a brand new person inside. He is not the same anymore. A new life has begun! 
All these new things are from God who brought us back to himself through what Jesus Christ did. And God has given us the 
privilege of urging everyone to come into his favor and be reconciled to him. For God was in Christ, restoring the world to himself, 
no longer counting men's sins against them but blotting them out. This is the wonderful message he has given us to tell others. We 
are Christ's ambassadors. God is using us to speak to you: we beg you, as though Christ himself were here pleading with you, 
receive the love he offers you—be reconciled to God. For God took the sinless Christ and poured into him our sins. Then, in 
exchange, he poured God's goodness into us!"  

Jesus told His initial core group of followers:  

John 14:1-6 NLT -"Don't let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in Me. There is more than enough room in My 
Father's home. If this were not so, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you? When everything is ready, I 
will come and get you, so that you will always be with Me where I am. And you know the way to where I am going." "No, we don't 
know, Lord," Thomas said. "We have no idea where You are going, so how can we know the way?" Jesus told him, "I am the way, 
the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through Me.   

Jesus also said:   

John 10:1-2,9-10 NLT - "I tell you the truth, anyone who sneaks over the wall of a sheepfold, rather than going through the gate, 
must surely be a thief and a robber! But the one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. Yes, I am the gate. 
Those who come in through Me will be saved. They will come and go freely and will find good pastures. The thief's purpose is to 
steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life.                                                            

Religions offer a way of life, but Jesus Christ offers you divine life itself! Religion says "Do..." as a means of getting to 
heaven. Jesus says "Done!" (Jesus, on our behalf met gods requirement for making Heaven when we could not 
measure up or obtain Heaven by self-effort. 
Jesus said in John 5:38b-40: 

...you do not believe Me—the One He [i.e., God] sent to you. "You search the Scriptures because you think they give you eternal 
life. But the Scriptures point to Me! Yet you refuse to come to Me to receive this life.  

 Other religions, and even some Christian cults are promoting the idea that Jesus is not the only way to heaven and 
eternal life. My answer is two questions. "When God send his only Son Jesus Christ to die on the cross in our place for 
our sins, did He pay too much? If there had been another, less costly way for God to reconcile fallen man to Himself, 
other than sacrificing the most precious thing He had, His only Son to die in our place, don't you think He would have 
known about it and used it?" To put it bluntly, if there were another way, then God doesn't know about it, and God 
didn't what He was doing. The Bible states that had his redemptive plan already in place when He made the world: 



1 Peter 1:18-20 - For you know that God paid a ransom to save you from the empty life you inherited from your ancestors. And 
the ransom He paid was not mere gold or silver. It was the precious blood of Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of God. God chose 
Him as your ransom long before the world began, but He has now revealed Him to you in these last days. 

Revelation 13:8 KJV - And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.  

Peter, a church leader, after Jesus was raised from the dead and went to heaven to prepare this promised place, told 
the religious leaders of his day,  

Acts 4:12 - There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other name under heaven by which we must be saved."   

 In addition to God's Bible promises, there is another way you can be assured of heaven. In Romans chapter eight, 
the Apostle Paul writes that when one asks Jesus into his or heart as Lord and Savior, God the Holy Spirit comes to live 
in that person, providing a heartfelt inner assurance that one is a child of God (verse 16). The Bible also states that 
God places the Holy Spirit within us as a down payment on our receiving resurrected and immortal bodies when Jesus 
returns to earth (verse 23).   

Romans 8:9-11, 15b NLT & 16-17 AMP - But you are not controlled by your sinful nature. You are controlled by the Spirit if you 
have the Spirit of God living in you. (And remember that those who do not have the Spirit of Christ living in them do not belong to 
Him at all.) And Christ lives within you, so even though your body will die because of sin, the Spirit gives you life because you have 
been made right with God. The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And just as God raised Christ Jesus from 
the dead, He will give life to your mortal bodies by this same Spirit living within you. ...you received God's Spirit when He adopted 
you as His own children. Now we call Him, "Abba, Father."   
AMP - The Spirit Himself [thus] testifies together with our own spirit, [assuring us] that we are children of God. And if we are [His] 
children, then we are [His] heirs also: heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ [sharing His inheritance with Him];   

Ephesians 1:13-14 NLT - And now you Gentiles have also heard the truth, the Good News that God saves you. And when you 
believed in Christ, He identified you as His own by giving you the Holy Spirit, whom He promised long ago. The Spirit is God's 
guarantee that He will give us the inheritance He promised and that He has purchased us to be His own people. He did this so we 
would praise and glorify Him.   

 Take note that to reject Jesus Christ, does not mean that one will just miss heaven and be eliminated or cease to 
exist. Jesus told us this:   

Matthew 10:28 NLT - "Don't be afraid of those who want to kill your body; they cannot touch your soul. Fear only God, 
who can destroy both soul and body in hell."  

W.E. Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, defines the words destroy and hell used here as follows:  
Destroy - apollumi, a strengthened form of ollumi, signifies "to destroy utterly"; in middle voice, "to perish." The idea 
is not extinction but ruin, loss, not of being, but of wellbeing...of the loss of well-being in the case of the unsaved 
hereafter.  
Hell - geenna... That God, "after He hath killed, hath power to cast into hell," is assigned as a reason why He should be 
feared with the fear that keeps from evil doing, Luke 12:5; the parallel passage to this in Matthew 10:28 declares, not 
the casting in, but the doom which follows, namely, the destruction (not the loss of being, but of wellbeing) of "both 
soul and body."  

Proverbs 3:5-8  Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek His will in all you do, and 
He will show you which path to take. Don't be impressed with your own wisdom. Instead, fear the LORD and turn away from evil. 
Then you will have healing for your body and strength for your bones.   

Job 19:25-27 - "But as for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, and He will stand upon the earth at last. And after my body has 
decayed, yet in my body I will see God! I will see Him for myself. Yes, I will see Him with my own eyes. I am overwhelmed at the 
thought!" 

When will I get to Heaven? 

 Man is composed of an indestructible human spirit that lives in the body and is accompanied by the soul and 
emotions. The Bible writes tell us that, for the Christian (follower of Jesus Christ), at the point of physical death, the 
spirit and emotions separate from one's body and angles of God escort them to heaven. (see the book Visions Beyond 
the Veil by H.A. Baker). The Apostle Paul wrote, regarding his death: 

Philippians 1:23b NLT - I long to go and be with Christ, which would be far better for me.  

2 Cor 5:1 NLT - For we know that when this earthly tent we live in is taken down (that is, when we die and leave this earthly body), 
we will have a house in heaven, an eternal body made for us by God Himself and not by human hands.  
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2 Cor 5:7-9 NLT - For we live by believing and not by seeing. Yes, we are fully confident, and we would rather be away from these 
earthly bodies, for then we will be at home with the Lord. So whether we are here in this body or away from this body, our goal is 
to please Him. 

Verses 2-5 Tell us of a future day when Jesus Christ returns to earth. Our dead bodies will be resurrected or made new and 
immortal like the body Jesus Christ has now. Saint John also tells us this. 

2 Cor 5:2-5 - We grow weary in our present bodies, and we long to put on our heavenly bodies like new clothing. For we will put 
on heavenly bodies; we will not be spirits without bodies. While we live in these earthly bodies, we groan and sigh, but it's not 
that we want to die and get rid of these bodies that clothe us. Rather, we want to put on our new bodies so that these dying 
bodies will be swallowed up by life. God Himself has prepared us for this, and as a guarantee He has given us His Holy Spirit. 

1 John 3:2 NLT - Dear friends, we are already God's children, but He has not yet shown us what we will be like when Christ 
appears. But we do know that we will be like Him, for we will see Him as He really is.  

Two other letters from the Apostle Paul tell us we will receive these "spiritual bodies" that will once again be body, 
soul (emotions), and human spirit when Jesus returns to earth: 

1 Cor 15:19-23 NLT -  And if our hope in Christ is only for this life, we are more to be pitied than anyone in the world. But in fact, 
Christ has been raised from the dead. He is the first of a great harvest of all who have died. So you see, just as death came into the 
world through a man, now the resurrection from the dead has begun through another Man. Just as everyone dies because we all 
belong to Adam, everyone who belongs to Christ will be given new life. But there is an order to this resurrection: Christ was raised 
as the first of the harvest; then all who belong to Christ will be raised when He comes back.  

1 Cor 15:42b-50 NLT - Our earthly bodies are planted in the ground when we die, but they will be raised to live forever. Our bodies 
are buried in brokenness, but they will be raised in glory. They are buried in weakness, but they will be raised in strength. They are 
buried as natural human bodies, but they will be raised as spiritual bodies. For just as there are natural bodies, there are also 
spiritual bodies. The Scriptures tell us, "The first man, Adam, became a living person." But the last Adam—that is, Christ—is a 
life-giving Spirit. What comes first is the natural body, then the spiritual body comes later. Adam, the first man, was made from 
the dust of the earth, while Christ, the second Man, came from heaven. Earthly people are like the earthly man, and heavenly 
people are like the heavenly Man. Just as we are now like the earthly man, we will someday be like the heavenly Man. What I am 
saying, dear brothers and sisters, is that our physical bodies cannot inherit the Kingdom of God. These dying bodies cannot inherit 
what will last forever. 

Verses 51-55,57 NLT tell us that Christians living at the time of Jesus' return to earth will not have to die, but will be 
immediately changed or transformed:  

But let me reveal to you a wonderful secret. We will not all die, but we will all be transformed! It will happen in a moment, in the 
blink of an eye, when the last trumpet is blown. For when the trumpet sounds, those who have died will be raised to live forever. 
And we who are living will also be transformed.  
For our dying bodies must be transformed into bodies that will never die; our mortal bodies must be transformed into immortal 
bodies. Then, when our dying bodies have been transformed into bodies that will never die [and our mortal bodies have been 
transformed into immortal bodies], this Scripture will be fulfilled: "Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your 
victory? O death, where is your sting? " ...But thank God! He gives us victory over sin and death through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 NLT - And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know what will happen to the believers who 
have died so you will not grieve like people who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and was raised to life again, 
we also believe that when Jesus returns, God will bring back with Him the believers who have died. We tell you this directly from 
the Lord: We who are still living when the Lord returns will not meet Him ahead of those who have died. For the Lord Himself will 
come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the 
Christians who have died will rise from their graves. Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will 
be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever. So encourage each other with these 
words.  

The important life changing factor, is that we have placed our lives and future in God's hands: 

2 Timothy 1:12b NLT - for I know the One in whom I trust, and I am sure that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until 
the day of His return.  

Romans 14:8 NLT - whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.  

The Main Point - Your Window of Opportunity:                                                           
Look at Jesus' parable of the ten virgins. Five were wise and kept their lamps full of oil as they anticipated the return of 
the Bridegroom (resurrected Jesus) to be taken to the marriage supper of the Lamb, receiving resurrection bodies 
themselves, and spending their eternity with Jesus as he sets up His kingdom under a new heaven and earth. The five 
foolish virgins were not prepared, the oil supply in their lamps had run out, and the wise virgins were unable to help:                                            



Matthew 25:2-13 NLT - "Then the Kingdom of Heaven will be like ten bridesmaids who took their lamps and went to 
meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. The five who were foolish didn't take enough 
olive oil for their lamps, but the other five were wise enough to take along extra oil. When the bridegroom was 
delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep. "At midnight they were roused by the shout, 'Look, the bridegroom is 
coming! Come out and meet him!' "All the bridesmaids got up and prepared their lamps. Then the five foolish ones 
asked the others, 'Please give us some of your oil because our lamps are going out.' "But the others replied, 'We don't 
have enough for all of us. Go to a shop and buy some for yourselves.' "But while they were gone to buy oil, the 
bridegroom came. Then those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was locked. Later, 
when the other five bridesmaids returned, they stood outside, calling, 'Lord! Lord! Open the door for us!' "But he 
called back, 'Believe me, I don't know you!' "So you, too, must keep watch! For you do not know the day or hour of My 
return."  

We have a "window of opportunity" to repent of (change and be sorry for) our sinful ways, individually asking Jesus 
Christ to come into our hearts / lives as our personal Savior and Lord. Our eternal destination of Heaven or Hell for our 
eternity depends on our making an RSVP (reservation) for Heaven while we are still alive. 

Joshua 24:15 NLT - "...choose today whom you will serve." 

2 Corinthians 6:1-2 NLT - As God's partners, we beg you not to accept this marvelous gift of God's kindness and then ignore it. For 
God says, "At just the right time, I heard you. On the day of salvation, I helped you." Indeed, the "right time" is now. Today is the 
day of salvation. 

Isaiah 55:6-7 - Seek the LORD while you can find Him. Call on Him now while He is near. Let the wicked change their ways and 
banish the very thought of doing wrong. Let them turn to the LORD that He may have mercy on them. Yes, turn to our God, for He 
will forgive generously.  

Romans 10:13 / Joel 2:32 -  For "Everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved."  

Reader, do not leave the question of your eternal destination to chance! Pray this World's Most Important Prayer, 
aloud and from your heart: 

Dear Jesus, Come into my heart, Forgive all my sins, Wash me in Your blood, Write my name in the Book of Life, and 
Fill me with the Holy Spirit so I can serve and obey You. In Jesus' name, Amen. 

Rev 20:11-14 NLT - And I saw a great white throne and the One sitting on it. The earth and sky fled from His presence, but they 
found no place to hide. I saw the dead, both great and small, standing before God's throne. And the books were opened, including 
the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to what they had done, as recorded in the books. The sea gave up its dead, 
and death and the grave gave up their dead. And all were judged according to their deeds. Then death and the grave were thrown 
into the lake of fire. This lake of fire is the second death. And anyone whose name was not found recorded in the Book of Life was 
thrown into the lake of fire. 

God's Bible Promises are our Assurance that, when we have truly given our lives to Him, we will spend our eternity with Him. 

I John 1:9 TLB - But if we confess our sins to him, he can be depended on to forgive us and to cleanse us from every wrong. [And it 
is perfectly proper for God to do this for us because Christ died to wash away our sins.] 

John 5:24 TLB Jesus speaking - I say emphatically that everyone who listens to my message and believes in God who sent me has 
eternal life, and will never be damned for his sins, but has already passed out of death into life. 

End Time Warning - "There is a Heaven to gain, and a Hell to shun." There is an eternal Hell that we must avoid at all 
cost; to end up there would be the worst decision we ever made. 

 Verses 14 and 15 of Revelation 20 quoted above state, "Then death and the grave were thrown into the lake of fire. 
This lake of fire is the second death. And anyone whose name was not found recorded in the Book of Life was thrown 
into the lake of fire." In the 1970's I carried a hand held sign for Jesus, with flip pages, in my car that had catchy sayings 
about our need for Jesus. One of them applied to this subject. It read, Born Once, Die Twice; Born Twice, Die Once. The 
interpretation is that if we ask Jesus into our hearts as personal savior and lord, we "born again" or "born from above". 
At that point, our human spirit is reconnected in relationship with God (John 1:12) , we become a child of God 
(Galatians 3:26), and there is "a new self" (2 Corinthians 5:17 - 21 TLB). Paul's letters to the Ephesians, and the 
Colossians add more insight: 

Eph 2:1-2, 4-6 NLT - Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. You used to live in sin, just like the 
rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit at work in the hearts of 
those who refuse to obey God. ... But God is so rich in mercy, and He loved us so much, that even though we were dead because 



of our sins, He gave us life when He raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God's grace that you have been saved!) For He raised 
us from the dead along with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ Jesus.  

Col 2:12-14 - For you were buried with Christ when you were baptized. And with Him you were raised to new life because you 
trusted the mighty power of God, who raised Christ from the dead. You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful 
nature was not yet cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for He forgave all our sins. He canceled the record of the 
charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross.  

Ephesians chapter two begins by tells us that, no matter how religious we think we are (see John 8: 33-47) we are, 
spiritually, connected with the "god of this world" (2 Corinthians 4:4), the Devil, Satan, until we choose to call on the 
highest power, Jesus Christ, giving our allegiance to Him. When we do that, Paul tells the Colossians (1:12b - 15 NLT): 

He has enabled you to share in the inheritance that belongs to His people, who live in the light. For He has rescued us from the 
kingdom of darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom of His dear Son, who purchased our freedom [with His blood] and 
forgave our sins. Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before anything was created and is supreme over all 
creation, 

 When we ask Jesus to write our names in His Book of Life, he does so. If we don't ask, then Revelation 20:13-14 
"the lake of fire", or, "second death" remains our destination for eternity. To be blunt, If we haven't been reborn, 
spiritually, had a second birth (i.e., been born again - see John chapter 3), then as the riddle states, we will experience 
a second (spiritual) death after we physically die. As to what happens to those who have never heard about Jesus and 
thus don't know how to escape hell by calling on Jesus Christ (Romans 6:23), see Romans 2:14-16. 

 God's determining factor for making His presence your dwelling place for eternity is, What have you done with 
Jesus Christ? 

1 John 5:11-12 TLB - And what is it that God has said? That he has given us eternal life, and that this life is in his Son. So 
whoever has God's Son has life; whoever does not have his Son, does not have life.  

John 3:34-36 NLT - For He is sent by God. He speaks God's words, for God gives Him the Spirit without limit. The Father loves His 
Son and has put everything into His hands. And anyone who believes in God's Son has eternal life. Anyone who doesn't obey the 
Son will never experience eternal life but remains under God's angry judgment. 

 Jesus, using a symbolic analogy, says escaping Hell, and making Heaven for your eternity, is so vitally important, 
that, if your hand or foot were to lead you astray from getting there, you should cut that offending hand or foot off! 

Matthew 18:8 TLB - So if your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. Better to enter heaven crippled that to 
be in hell with both your hands and feet. 

 If the Bible truth is not convincing enough for us, TBN, the Trinity Broadcasting Network, made a documentary 
video hosted by eminent cardiologist Dr. Maurice Rawlings. "Dr. Rawlings takes us on a journey that gives a glimpse 
into the mysteries of eternity. Learn the chilling truth about life after death from the perspective of those who 
experienced death without Jesus. Their stories are a somber warning about the realities of Hell." - back of video box. 
With permission, the audio of these interviews has been posted on the www.tracts4u.com website, under the heading 
(clickable link) Hell is for Real. An online audio lets you play / listen to any or all of the ten testimonies. 

Taking God on a Dare - An Appeal to the Undecided who Doubt that God cares about them as Individuals, or has a Plan 
for their Future. 

 I am an Evangelist, interested in connecting people to Jesus Chris so they receive the free gift of eternal life He 
offers to those who personally invite Him into their lives, and seek to serve and obey Him as their Lord and Savior. My 
earthly father had been a scientist and inventor. He told me he might believe in God, if he were given some hard 
evidence of a miracle like my spiritual mother, Frances, being healed of the Glaucoma condition in her eyes. At age 
eighty-eight my dying father, with a pancreatic tumor, asked me to come over to his house and pray for him to get a 
miracle. I prayed in faith, but he still died. The good news is, when I got there, the Lord impressed me to tell him, "It's 
not your time to go for two reasons. One, you don' know where you are going; and two, you don't know how you are 
going to get there." Unlike past encounters, my father humbled himself, took my hands, and repeated after me what I 
call the World's Most Important Prayer - asking Jesus to forgive his sins, and come into his heart. Within two months, 
my dad died and went to heaven! 

 I had wondered if there were some easier way of reaching intellectuals like my dad, and I found out there is. I call it 
taking God on a dare. The idea is that if God cares about each of us and wants each of us to come to Him, then He is 
big enough to reveal / prove Himself to the skeptic, if we will only ask. In the Spanish and French languages, there are 
two verbs for the English infinitive to know. In Spanish there is Saber, to know a thing or fact. There is also Conocer, to 

http://www.tracts4u.com/blog1/hell-is-for-real/�


know a person. Believing that God exists, or that He is capable of helping us, by itself, is not enough to make us a child 
of God. Romans 10:9-10,13 tells us that, in addition to sincerely believing the historical facts about Jesus Christ (His 
death and resurrection), one must also make a faith confession with his mouth that Jesus is his Lord / Master. In the 
Word of God, the Bible, there is another avenue of knowing called revelation knowledge that can bypass the intellect 
or reasoning process. At our inquiry, God intervenes and touches our hearts on a spiritual or experiential level. 

 I decided to test this on Paul, an electronic technician, and renter on my parent's property. Paul agreed with me to 
challenge God's existence, by repeating after me a prayer something like this, that I formulated on the spot. "God, if 
you are out there and you care about and love me like you say you do in the Bible, then I challenge you to reveal 
yourself to me, come into my life, save me, and make me Your child as You promised you would." I didn't ask Paul if he 
felt any different after our prayer. 
 Later, I was the Harbor Chaplain representative for three harbors, going out on a sixteen foot boat, engaging 
boaters in conversations, and handing them literature by way of a photographer's clip on a pole. Paul was with me, in 
the back of the boat on one outing where I was talking to an intoxicated man on a boat dock. All of a sudden, Paul 
spoke up enthusiastically, "Get him to say the prayer, Dave. Get him to say the prayer!" At that point I knew that 
taking God on the Dare had truly been an eye opener for Paul and had made a meaningful difference in his life.  
 God is just a prayer away, always there, seeing everywhere, faithful and true as the Ralph Carmichael song tells us. 
The late country and western singer turned born again Christian, Gary S. Paxton, sang, "He was there all the time, 
waiting patiently in life." The Bible states in Romans 10:13, "whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved." In Revelation 3:19b-20, Jesus says,  

So be diligent and turn from your indifference. "Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear My voice and open the door, I will 
come in, and we will share a meal together as friends."  

Act 17:27 NLT the Apostle Paul at Athens, Greece - "His purpose was for the nations to seek after God and perhaps feel their way 
toward Him and find Him—though He is not far from any one of us."  

Credits: 

Verses marked TLB are taken from The Living Bible, copyright © 1971. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol 
Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved. 

Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible New Living Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2007 by Tyndale House 
Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved. 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 
  

  

 


